
The Boilermaker originated in the 
USA and was popularised by 19th 
Century Steelworkers in Pennsylvania, 
who drank to forget factory life. It was 
traditionally taken as a whiskey shot, 
chased with a beer. Here in Northern 
Ireland we prefer to take our time and 
appreciate whiskey and beer, what’s  
the rush, right?

In this Boilermaker menu, you’ll 
find a few of our carefully chosen 
recommended pairings. As we enter 
our second volume, we’ve become  
more adventurous; with some 
interesting canned craft beers and 
world whiskies taking the menu in a 
new direction. Enjoy our Irish twist 
on the Boilermaker; an American 
drinking tradition
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WOOD, WHISKEY AND THE ONION.  
The Dirty Onion is the oldest timber-framed building in Belfast, 
dating back to 1680. When we were born in 2013, we exposed 
the original timber frames and beams for everyone to see. Some 
people think we have left the building unfinished, but we see it as 
showcasing our grand history. Our hand-carved bar top is made from 
aged, dried elm from Enniskillen, County Fermanagh, and was the 
final piece to be put in place the day before we opened. 

When we came up with this menu we wanted to present it in 
something that reflected our woody roots whilst also connecting  
to whiskey history...

 
HANDCRAFTED BOILERMAKER BOARDS 
We came up with a unique way to serve whiskey and beer, using 
authentic Irish whiskey barrel staves. We returned to the same timber 
yard who made our bar top and put them to work carving, treating 
and branding tailor-made boards to fit our whiskey glasses perfectly. 
Today your Boilermaker is presented on these special boards, giving a 
Dirty Onion twist to your Boilermaker experience.

 
AGEING WHISKEY IN WOOD 
Most of you know whiskey is aged in wood barrels but you might not 
realise how much impact the different types of barrels and ageing 
processes have in creating the complex and wonderful flavours that 
make whiskey great. Today’s whiskey drinker focuses not just on the 
age of the whiskey but on the type and quality of the wood; in fact 
60% of the flavour comes from the wood. You’ll find details on the 
wood throughout this menu, which should prove interesting and 
informative. If you have any further questions, please ask our staff. 
 
This menu aims to help you appreciate how different flavours of 
beer and whiskey complement each other; special mention to wood 
though, wood is good.
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A well balanced local lager with a classic Irish whiskey. 
The biscuity, malty flavours from Tidefall pair up nicely 
with notes of clove and toasted oak from Powers. 

A great introduction to the Boilermaker.

£7.50

POWERS GOLD 
(Cork, Ireland)
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Redbreast Lustau is matured in bourbon and sherry casks and 
finished an additional year in hand-selected Spanish oak barrels 
seasoned with Lustau Oloroso sherry. This brings notes of red 
fruit, prunes and marzipan, with a creamy mouthfeel. Chieftain is a 
medium bodied, hoppy IPA with a light bitterness. The whiskey has 
a long finish and the Chieftain embraces this sensation on the palate.

£9.50

REDBREAST 
LUSTAU 
(Cork, Ireland)
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CHIEFTAIN  
IPA  
(Cork, Ireland) 



Caesar Augustus is a very interesting beer. You get the crisp, clean 
notes of a lager but with the discrete, bitter finish of an IPA.  
We discovered a great match with an old Belfast whiskey recreated  
by the great folk at Echlinville Distillery in Kircubbin. 

This whiskey disappeared around the days of prohibition, but almost 
80 years later, it’s back! Dunville’s is a 10 year old single malt whiskey 
finished in Pedro Ximenez sherry casks, bringing plenty of orchard 
fruit and custard notes. The bitterness in the IPA is countered by the 
PX sweetness in the whiskey and delivers a great pairing.

£9.75

dunville’s px 
(Kircubbin, NI)
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CAESAR 
AUGUSTUS 
Lager/ipa 
(Alloa, Scotland) 



This stout is one of our favourites. It has a very subtle sweetness to 
it that complements the malt and coffee flavours of the stout. Yellow 
Spot was a natural choice for us as it has it’s own coffee flavours to 
match. Matured in 3 different types of casks, bourbon barrels, sherry 
butts and malaga casks bringing a sweeter flavour to this excellent 
pot still whiskey. 

We recommend this pairing highly.

£13.95

B
E
E
R

W
H

IS
K

E
Y

YELLOW 
SPOT 
(Cork, Ireland)
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Galway bay 
milk chocolate 
stout  
(Galway, Ireland) 



And now for something a bit different. We thought we would mix it 
up a bit and try and pair a cider – but not just any cider. MacIvors is 
a fantastic craft Irish cider made from 100 percent pressed Armagh 
apples, bringing a crisp apple flavour and a long, dry finish. Teeling 
Small Batch is matured in rum casks, adding a creamy vanilla and 
cinnamon taste and hints of apple pie on the nose, so it was a perfect 
combination for MacIvors. 

Not a typical ‘Boilermaker’ but a brilliant pairing nonetheless!

£8.50
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TEELING 
SMALL BATCH 
(Cork, Ireland)
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MacIVORS 
Dry CIDER 
(Armagh, NI) 



Again, we have gone a bit leftfield and decided to introduce Japanese 
whisky into the mix. We rate Japanese whisky very highly at the 
Dirty Onion and Hibiki Harmony is a great example of a well 
balanced whisky from Suntory. Drawn from 5 different types of 
casks, and a blend of malt and grain whisky, delivering interesting 
flavours of orange peel and white chocolate. It is a very smooth, 
malty whisky and we immediately thought of a smooth malty beer. 
Roundstone is a triple-hopped red ale with malt sweetness and dry 
finish…harmonious with Harmony!

PINT 
£11.75

1/2 PINT 
£9.75

HIBIKI 
HARMONY 
(Kyoto, Japan)
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roundstone 
RED ALE  
(Clonmel, Ireland) 



Beavertown Brewery produce some very flavoursome beers and 
we knew they would pair well with whiskeys. Gamma Ray is an 
American pale ale with juicy malts and tropical aromas of mango 
and grapefruit. Full of American full-flavoured hops we thought 
we would match it with a bold American whiskey. Knob Creek is 
a long-aged, high-rye whiskey with rich sweetness, oak and subtle 
fruit tones. It is also 50 percent ABV, so quite potent, but the 
Gamma Ray will phase you down!

£8.50

KNOB  
CREEK 
(Kentucky, USA)
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BEAVERTOWN  
GAMMA RAY 
PALE ALE 
(London, England) 



Jameson have introduced their new ‘Whiskey Maker Series’ 
with 3 new whiskeys, and this is one of our new favourites.

Head Blender Billy Leighton has created a superbly 
balanced, complex whiskey with an infusion of flavours 
and aroma’s. Light tropical fruits on the nose, and a sweet 
butterscotch taste with charred oak and pot still creaminess. 
All those flavours going on, but we kept it simple with the 
beer. Neck Oil is an easy drinking, punchy IPA, brewed with 
pale base malts to keep it crisp and dry hops to keep it easy. 

Sometimes complexity just needs a bit of simplicity. 

JAMESON  
BLENDER’S DOG 
(Cork, Ireland)

VOLUME NO .02
B
E
E
R

W
H

IS
K

E
Y

£9.50

BEAVERTOWN  
NECK OIL IPA  
(London, England) 



Firstly the beer, no messing about with this one. This beer is 
awesome. It’s got big flavours, tropical aroma’s and it’s hoppy as 
f#%k. Coming in at a whopping 6.7% it’s not to be underestimated 
but we must say it is superbly balanced considering the strength. 
Now the whiskey. Powers have introduced an equally well balanced 
pot still whiskey with Three Swallow. This whiskey is primarily aged 
in American ex-bourbon barrels and married with a small sherry-
aged component-the flavours on the palate include banana and juicy 
tropical fruits. 

Together with the Lupuloid this is some party…let’s get tropical.

POWERS 
THREE SWALLOW 
(Cork, Ireland)
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£8.50
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BEAVERTOWN  
LUPULOID  
(London, England) 




